RACE AND GENDER FINAL PAPER ASSIGNMENT

The purpose of the paper is for you to critically analyze a media 'text' (as defined by class readings and discussions in class) as it relates to race/gender/sexuality and their intersections. Always keeping relations of power in society at the forefront of your reflection, examine the media text of your choice by using the concepts we’ve explored in class throughout the semester. You may select any media text you find interesting, writing an 8-10 page essay that offers an argument concerning the particular conception of race/gender/sexuality and their intersections as they are manifested in the text's content and form. 

Whatever your choice you will need to incorporate references to at least THREE readings AND at least TWO outside-class journal article references you find on your own (I'm not going to say scholarly journal articles only but you will be assessed on your choices and their 'weight'). You may of course reference lecture or audiovisual examples from class in your discussions as well. I am primarily interested in your synthesis of material and your critical response to it (I don't want you to merely summarize what your sources say but keep in mind that all throughout the semester we have been trying to confront critical analysis from a specifically theoretical perspective leaving mere opinion behind). The paper will account for 25% of your total grade. 

Your choice of 'text' will be a key component of your assessment. Choose a text that will allow you to speak of prejudice, privilege, domination/resistance, ideology and hegemony, textuality and reception and that relates to an intersection of the areas covered during the course of the semester in class and in the readings. You can concentrate primarily on one of the production-textuality and/or reception components but always keep in mind that all moments are crucial for a critical cultural analysis. Be clear on your choice of perspective and critical strategy. What theory offers the strongest explanation for the intersecting phenomena you have chosen to analyze? You should not offer an analysis of why a particular text is good or bad, or hypothesize on its 'effects' – the goal is to explore what it suggests (to the critical eye) about our cultural conceptions of the social identities we have been discussing in class.

The paper is officially due on the last class meeting. Extremely well argued motivations will get you an extension until the day of the final exam. 

