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t the start of the 1998-99 television season, NBC made television
history with.the premiere of Will & Grace, its new situation comedy
featuring prime-time television’s first gay male lead character. The show
pairs Will Truman {Eric McCormack), a successful gay Manhattan lawyer,
and Grace Adler {Debra Messing), an interior designer, as soulmates who
support each other through happy times and sadder ones, such as the
process of nursing broken hearts. Nielsen ratings reveal that audience
members have responded favorably to this pairing as well as to Will’s gay
friend, Jack, played.by Sean Hayes (“Culture,” 1999). What is perhaps
most noteworthy about the portrayal.of these two gay male charaeters to
date, however, is the striking contrast between the two: Will remains so
Jow-key about his sexual orientation that it has become almost-inconse-
quential to the show, while Jack is consistently presented as the stereo-
typical flamboyant queen. In other words, Will and Jack are extreme
opposites on the spectrum of possible media representations of gay men. Is
it true, as many critics claim, that Jack is too gay and Will is not

NOTE: Originaliy published in the Jomrnal of Men's Studies, Vol 9, No. 1,
59-79 (Fall 2000). Reprinted by permission of Men’s Studies Press.
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