Popular Music: Exam Review

Culture: different understandings and theorizations


T. Adorno & Frankfurt School


Walter Benjamin

Popular-Folk/Mass/Popular/Pop/High-Elite Culture

Adorno’s critique of popular music

Benjamin’s conceptualization of the ‘loss of the aura’

Discussion of What Is Pop?

Key Terms in Popular Music History

Periodization of phases of music industry and recording industry


1920s-1930s


PostWar


Post RnR

Tin Pan Alley

Hillbilly Music

R’n’B

Major Label/Independents – distinctions

Precursors to RnR

Rock’n’Roll as teenage culture


RnR styles and main exponents

Dialectic of covering songs, race markets and historical dialectic of majors and indies.

Radio’s role in disseminating popular youth culture

The In-Between Years: characteristics, styles associated

Session supervisors, songwriters, house bands, labels and musical styles associated

The Folk Revival –role in shaping attitudes toward popular music and commercialization of culture

The British Invasion & Beatlemania


Specificity of British bands

The dialectic of UK and US popular music during the early 60s

Recording Technologies: 78rpm/45rpm (7”)/33rpm (LP)


Composite master, overdubbing, mixing down, multi-tracking


Construction of space in recording

