POPULAR MUSIC AND MASS CULTURE

Second Paper Asssignment:

Choose your paper topic from one of the following general areas. What artists or records you choose to use as the text to analyze and discuss is up to you but you will be judged on the pertinence of your choice to the topic you selected.

-Contrast the ways in which gender is represented in the works of two artists. Choose these artists precisely because you feel that they take two very distinct approaches to gender both in terms of lyric content and formal connotations.

-Provide an analysis of a specific sub-culture whose identity is mainly based on the ways in which it relates and articulates a specific form of popular recorded music. Use Dick Hebdige’s chapter on sub-cultures and style as your guiding theoretical framework. You can also talk of more specific fan cultures rather than sub-cultures.

-Contrast Hip-Hop and Rock in terms of their specific modes of constructing credibility and authenticity. What ethos do these different musical styles share and in what ways do they diverge.

-Rock music introduced a distinction within the boundaries of popular music, replicating the same divisions that Theodor Adorno saw between serious and mass culture. Please discuss using two records as your texts.

-What is the difference between pop music and popular music? Be creative in your answer.

-Provide an analysis of a recording produced after 1978, speaking of the ways in which it produces meaning. Speak of all the elements that surround the music and how they both reinforce the musical qualities and the ways in which they are in a contradictory dialogue with these.

-Choose a film that according to you makes an effective use of popular recorded music in order to elicit a feeling of nostalgia. Analyze the songs chosen, placing them in their historical period and discussing the effect that they bring to the film’s story and themes. Do not choose a musical or a film where popular music is an obvious element of the plot and narrative (ie. no Absolutely Fabulous, Across The Universe, Ray, Walk The Line or American Graffiti for example).
