Very Brief Summary of Material for MidTerm

As I said you are responsible for all  materials covered in class during the first half of the semester and Chapters 1-7 in the text book. In order to facilitate your work here is a very brief list of the material you should concentrate on (For dates and names in the historical sections I would expect you to know the major historical figures and events)

Exam will include identifications, short answers and a longer essay. Exam length is 1 hour 30 minutes.

Communication Settings

Communication Models- related terminology, implications, etc.

Defining features of Mass Communication

What is a ‘medium’?

The press as ‘watchdog’

Principle of freedom of the press

Theories of the press 

Political Economy of the Mass Media

Herman’s Propaganda Model

Newspapers: Historical development (preconditions, early features, changes); financing; organization; Sections (special emphasis on the editorial); news gathering; news as product

Codes of communication: Headlines, columns, photographs (types), etc.

Groupings by market size and/or frequency of publication

Magazines: Historical development; financing; organization; functions

Types and grouping (special emphasis on Women’s magazines)

Advertising and Gender

Cinema: historical development (early cinema, classical Hollywood); narrative techniques

Terminology, genres, modes

Continuity Editing: purpose and techniques

Semiotics: terminology, issues

Sut Jhally’s Dreamworlds video + Jhally’s article

Mickey Mouse Monopoly and Children’s Media

Broadcasting: Television

Historical development (in general), commercial/public systems: implications and rationales

VCR/Cable/Satellite challenges to broadcasting

