Intro to Film – Spring 2009

Second Paper Assignment

In class we have described classical Hollywood cinema as defined by the studio system, by techniques of editing, cinematography, camera movement and mise-en-scene that clarify space and time and foreground characters (and stars), by a series of ideological assumptions and by storytelling that emphasizes linear, cause-and-effect plots over time, space and character.

Describe how two of the following films diverge (if at all) from any combination of these characteristics of CHC: Moolade, Persona, Vagabond, Ladri di Biciclette, Meshes of the Afternoon, Do The Right Thing, Badlands. 

Be specific about the attributes of classical Hollywood cinema and how these films alter them. To what extent, if at all, do they also use aspects of the classical model –especially storytelling? You should further analyze what information, moods, and/or meanings are suggested by the narrative form and style as described in your analysis –in other words what does the ‘style’ add to the film and its content?
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