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LIKE HER OWN DPAUGHTER.

NOVEMBER 4884 ! AM (K AUSTRIA, | HAD COME HERE WITH THE IDEA UF LEAVING A RELIGIOUS IR AN
FOR AN OPEN AND SECULAR EURGPE AND THA'T BOFC, MY MOTHER'S BEST FRIEND, WOULD LOVE ME

OMLY HERE | AMI SHE LEFT ME AT A BOARDING
HOUSE RUN BY NUNS,

My 00M WAS SMALL, AND FOR. THE FIRST
TIME IN MY LIFE | HAD TO SHARE MY SPACE
WITH ANDTHER PERSON.

t HADNTT MET HER YET. |
ONLY KHEW THAT HER NAME
WAS LUCIA.

1 WONDERED WHAT SHE 'WOULD EURGPE, THE ALPS, SWITZERLARD,
L-O0K LIKE.

AUSTRIA ... FROM THIS | PEDUCED
THAT SHE WOULY BE LIKE HEIDI,

THIS WAS JAY WITH ME.
1 REALLY LIKED HEIDL
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} HAD BEEN IN VIERMA ELEVEN Dav$. Z0Z0 AND
HER DAUGHTER SHIRIN, WHOM 1 HAD KNOWAN
DURING MY CHILDHOOD, HAD COME TO GET ME
AT THE AIRPORT.

SHIRIN WAS AS | REMEMBERED HER, HOWENVER,
| PETECTED SOMETRHING URIGIND N THE LOOK
HER MOTHER GAVE ME.

/00 HAVEN'T CHANGED WELL,
VEST NOW YOU HAVE LONG HAIRY

YOU HAVEN'T EITHER.
YOU'RE THE SAME.

7% GOING TO BE COOL 70
GO TO SCHOOL WITHOUT A
VEIL, TO NOT HAVE TO BEAT
QMNESELF EVERY DAY FOR
THE WAR MARTYRS,..

HANVE YOU SEEM THESE?
THEV'RE REALLY FASHIONABLE,
THEY'RE TO PROTELT WDUR
EARS FROM THE COLD. DO YOU

THIS 15 MY RASPBERRY-
LLENTED PEN, BUT | HAVE
STRAWEBERRY AMD
BLACKBERRY DMES, TOO.

SOME LIPSTICKT | LOVE

D0 YOU WANT TC FUT ON
PEARLY PINK. IT76 YERY NI}

WANT T0 TRY THEM ON?
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HMPHH. . .

WHAT A TRAITOR! WHILE P&
WERE DVYING IN QUR CCUNTRY,
SHE WAS TALKING TO ME

ABOUT TRIVIAL THIMGS,

OPLE

[} YOU INCOMPETENT IDIDT!
| WORK MYSELF TO THE

B BONE S0 THAT YOU CAN

B THROW MONEY AWAY OH
% FLOWERS!

. | LVED WITH THEM FOR TEN
PAYS. THERE WERE FIGHTS
DALY,

HI SWEETHEART! HERE,
THESE ARE FOR YOU!

E eUT BOFO, 1T'S DLR
B WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

B 70U CAN GIVE ME WHAT-

Bever YoU WANT THE DAY

B YOU'VE EARNED GOME
MAONEY. 'VE HAD ENOUGH!!

1% VIENMNA, SHE BECAME
A HAIRDRESSER,

IN TEHR AN, Z0Z0 WAS
HER HUSBAND
HOUSHANG'S SECRETARY

IT WaSs SHE, BY THE
Jway, wio cor oer my
LONG HAIR.

AS FOR HMOUSHANG,

FOE0'S HUSBAND, HE
WAS A CED IN IRAN,

BUT IN AUSTRIA, HE
WAS NOTHING,

THANKS TO A DOFEN BAD INVESTMENTS, HOUSHANG HAD LOST
ALL HIS CAPITAL. “YOU GAMBLED IT AwaAY!™ | HEARD THAT IN
THE COURSE OF OMNE DF THEIR HABITUAL QUARRELS

| SAW YOU AT THE CAFE WITH THOSE

y TWO BASTARDS! THEY'D HAVE TO
STEAL THE CLOTHES OFF YOUR BACK FOR

YOU T6 RECOGNIZE THEIR INGRATITUDE!

5%

| WAS ASHAMED, D NEVER
HEARD MY PARENTS BICKER
ONER MONEY.

PROBABLY BECAUSE MY FATHER
WASHT INCOMPETENT ...




TS RN BY NUKS. THE
MOTHER SUPERIOR AND
SEVERAL OF THE SISTERS
PEAK FLUENT FRENCHK. }

AND AFTER THESE TEM DAYS. Rtk ilat
OUR. APARTMENT, AS

VOUNE ND DOUBT NOTICED,

f$ TOO SMALL. | FOUND YOU |

A BOARDING HOUSE IN A

BEAUTIFUL PART OF

& VIENNA, NEAR RATHAUS,

1175 IMPERATIVE
THAT YOU BE 2
A BACK BY 930,
W AFTER THAT

|

HERE S YOUR NEW
HOME. h

HUNS, | WAS ACQUAINTED WITH THEM. | WAS AT THE ECOLE
JEANMNE DTARCY IN TEHRAN. THE NUNS 1 ENCOUNTERED THERE

WERE FERUCIOUS,

YOULL COME SEE US ON
WEEKENDS, WE'LL 40 ICE~

DESPITE EVERYTHING, | WAS HAPPY TO LEAVE THEIR ROUSE. IN
THIS WAY, #D BE RID OF E0F0 THE MEAN AND SHIRIN THE INANE.

THE POGOR Wil
] 66 Lockeb.

HERE, MADEMOISELLE. THIS
1$ YOUR ROOM. YOU'LL
SHARE 1T WITH LUCIA. SHE'S
AZRWING THIS AFTERNGON,

VOU'LL SEE, YOU'LL BE
HAPPY WITH UG, WHICH
DENDMIMATION ARE YOUT?

+ I0AM OF ARC SCHOGL

THE ONLY ONE | WAS GOING TO
MISS WAS HOUSHANG. | SAW IN
HiM A PROTECTOR.

ORAY! THAT'S ENOUGH,

LET'S 40!

VoD WE LEFT . .

ALR

HOW | HAD A REAL
INDEFEMNDENT ADULT LIFE. |
WAL GOING TO FEED MYSELF,
D0 MY GWRN LAUNDRY. ..

FOR YOUR SHOPPING, YOU
CaM G0 TO YALDL do oUT
AND TURN LEFT, LINKS

| HEADED STRAIGHT FOR THE
SUPERMARKET TO BUY
GROCERIES LIKE & \WOMAN.

XALD IS A SUPERMARKET AND LINKS MEANS LEFT IN GERMAR.
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T HAD BEEN FOUR YEARS SINCE I'D SEEN SUCH 4 WELL-STOCKED STORE.
HALLO! ICH BIN DAl

THE FIRST AISLE ! HEADED FOR WE COULDR'T FIND THEM IN § FILLED THE CART WITH ALL
WAS THE ONE WITH SCENTED IRAN ANY MORE. KIND% OF PRODUCTS.
DETERGENTS. - nT R %
: 'y
by
15N 513 .
e e M

EVEH TODAY, AFTER ALl THIS
TIME, YOU CAN ALWAMS FIND
AT LEAST A DOFEN BOXES OF
GOOD-SMELLING LAUNDRY
POWDER I MY HOUSE.

GIVEN MY RESTRICTED BUDGET, | HANDED OVER. A 400 SHILLING

1 00K TWO BOXES OF PASTA. BiLL, LUCKILY, IT \WAS
ENOUGH, OTHERWISE I wooLb

HAVE BEEN ASHAMED.

I
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| DIGH'T KNOW YET THAT THiS
WOULD BE MY DMLY FOOD DURING
THE FOUR YEARS TO COME,

PPN




| OFFERED HER SOME OF THE PISTACHIOS I'D
BROUGHT WITH ME, A PRESENT FROM MY ONCLE.

LUCIA MADE ME A KNORR SOUP, "CREAM OF
MUSHROOM.®

THEY ARE A SPECIALTY OF IRAH THAT IS 6FTEN
GINEN WHEN SOMEONE 15 GOING ABROAD. WE
COMSIDER QUR PISTACHIOS TO BE THE WORLD'S
BEST. . .

.. AS WE CONSIDER MARY OF QUR THINGS T0 BE.

| DIDNAT LIKE T MUCH.
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MAGST DO
FERNSEHENT

FERNSEHEN?

v
A

FENS, FONS,
FENR, ..
FENETRE®!

WINDOW IN FRENCH,

EVERVONE WAS WATCHING A

MOVIE, THEY SEEMED T0 8B

ENTOYING THEMSELVES,

EXCEOT ME! | WAS HEARING

CALHS® AHD TOCHS,” “ICHGY AND

" AAICHS, BUT NOTHING THAT |
ONDERSTAND

FERNSEHEN!
yal val
FERNSEHEN!

DAS 15T EiN
FERNSEHEN.

SPEAKING

SHE DiBN/T EVEN ANSWER ME.,

A6



EVERY MORNING, | WAS
RUDELY AWAKENED BY THE
SOURD OF LUCIA'S HAIR DRYER.

IT WAS MY VERY OWH ALARM CLOCK. SET
FOR €30 ON THE DOT.

emyrrn
LG
RELs £y
() @'@i).(,
[}
J’:?m'.) iy

WOKEH BY A
HAIR. PRYER 'TO
THEN RETURM
TO & SCHOGL
WHERE | HAD NO
FRIENDS,

464

BUT IT WAS TO BE EXPECTED, | WaS
ARFIVING 1M THE MIDDLE OF THE TRIMES-
TER AND CLIQUES HAD ALREADY FORMED.

3

AND THEN THERE WAS THE FIRST
MATH TEST. | DISTINGUISHED
MYSELF BY MY HIGH LEVEL.

THIS GRADE

{ \WAS VERY POPULAR \WHEN IT CAME TO MATH HOMEWORK.

SATRAPI! BRAVO!L EXCELLENT WORK.
VST OME MISTAKE COST YOU HALF A
PAINT, YOU GOT A 49,5 0UT OF 20.

1]
WON ME A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF ATTENTION

THEN 1 BEGAN TG PRAW CARICATURES OF THE
TEACHERS. | HAD GOTTEN INTO THIS HaBIT
WITH MY TEACHERS IN [RAMN.

THE DIFFERENCE BEING THAT THEY WERE ALl
VEILED, THEREFORE MOUCH EASIER TO DRAW.

THESE PORTRAITS ALSO BROUGHT ME SOME GOIDWILL,

(e,
2

FRENCH MADE ME SOMECHE OF

BESIDES, MY MISTAKES 1IN
\NTEREST. T HAD BEEN THREE (

OM, THAT THING! YOU
DWW, 4 BICK!

CAN YOU LEND

YEARS SINGE 1D PRACTICED My
FREMNCH, AFTER THE CLOSING OF
THE BILINGUAL SCHOOLS BY THE
ISLAMIC GOVERNMENT.

WHAT

WHAT DO YOU CALL
THING?

THAT THING, YOU
KNOW, LIKE 4 RULER?*

(A pleK? ’

oK, RIGHT: WE

i ,
“t’;)

ME YOUR, BICK?

CALL 1T 4 PICK.

Sl

WELL, AT LEAGT | EXISTED.
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TEEN.

THINGS EVOLVED, AFTER SOME TIME, TULIE, THE SULLEM GIREL IN THE SECOND ROW, TO0K AN
INTEREST IN ME. SHE WAS AN EIGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD FRENCH GIRL, IN A CLASS WHERE THE

I UNDE

RETROD LATER THAT HER RE

L Ehe
SERVE CAME FROM THE FACT THAT SHE CONSIDERED THE
STHERS TO BE SPOILED CHILDREM. BUT | WAS DIFFERENT. ! HAD KNOWH WAR.

SHE INTRODUCED ME TO MOMO.
HE WAS Two YEARS DLDER,

YOU'VE ALREADY SEEN
LOTS OF DEAD PEOPLET

MOMO GREETED PEOPLE IN HIS
OWN WAY,

AN ECCENTRIC, A PUNK,
FRIEMDS. THEY WERE RE
FASCINATED BY PEATH.

TWO ORPHANS aND A THIRD-WORLDER, WE MADE QUITE A GROUP GF

ALLY INTERESTED IN MY STORY, ESPECIALLY MOMO! HE WAS

o MEM

S0 1T WAS HE WHD KISSED
ME DM THE MOUTH FOR THE
FIRST TIME,

... THROUGH AMaemE, | GOT TO KNOW THIERRY AND OLIVIER, TWO SWIsS

ORPHANS WHO WERE LIVING IN AUSTRIA WITH THEIR UNCLE, A DIPLOMAT.
et

YOUR. PARENTS ARE DEAD?

NO, THEY'RE [N IRAN,

THE FACT THAT | WAS LIVING WITHRUT MY PARENTS ALSO SUITED TULIE,

i3

g
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FRENEY HAD INFECTED l
b FOR BUSINESS."

P ACKED. THE HOLIDAY
£p ABOUT IT BEING "GO

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22, 4984, THE STREETS WERE
EVERVONE. [ THOUGHT OF THIERRY WHEN HE TALK

R PLANS.

VACATION WAS APPROACHING. EVERYONE WAS TALKING ABOUT THEN

CHRISTMAS 15 AN AMERICAN INVENTION,
A GARTS (LAUS DECKED DUT IN RED AND
WHITE WAS COCA-COLA’S MASCOT.

1Tre GOOD FOR

BUSINESS,

-
7P

iR

CHRIST MAS

10 GOING TO BE
BORED QUT OF MY
MIND WITH MY

PARENTS IN NICE,

o GO 0 MY GRAND- WE'KE GOING TD BE BORED
MOTHER'S X SALZBURG. CRAZY IN THE ALPS.
SHE'S THE ONLY ONE 1N TEAN, WE'RE
MY FAMILY WHO'S STRL ;

HOING GKIENG.
BEARABLE. gl \ PR ee cool:

¥'M G0ING BACK TO FRANCE
TO SEE MY FATHER.

EVEN THE
BOARDING HOUSE
Wil BE EMPTY

WHEN | GOT BALK, | FOUND LUCIA. STILL FAI-

THEUL TO HER POST.
ARE HOU
H oRANYT

Q &

I'LL BE IN

YOU'RE GBING
SKUNG? THAT'S
50 GREAT!

T0U KROW, IN IRAN WE
DON'T CELEBRATE
CHRISTMAS . . .

MEIGHBORS,
WE COULD

MANBE SEE
EACH OTHER.

1775 NO BiG DEAL.
our now YQ%N'
E“mmh 1,

2

e
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CUCIA’S PARENTS WERE INCREDIBLE. THEY WERE
UMLIKE ANYONE D EVER. MET. HER TYROLEAN A::Z';TNZN_&F—?&XEI
AUSTRIAK FATHER \WORE PANTS MADE OF LEATHER. o ] ’

HER TYROLEAM ITALIAN MOTHER HAD A MUSTACHE.
&

YOU PON'T SEEM OKAY.

T EMOW! [T°6 NOT EASY 'TD TOMORROW, M LEAVING :N!TH

SPEND CHRIETMAS WITHOUT Mo AUNT. | THIRK THERELL
BE RODM [N THE LAR. IF YOU
UKE, VOU CAN COME WITH Us.

YOUR, EAMILY.

ONLY HER SISTER REMINDED ME UF HEIDIL

CHRISTMAS? NO,
1 FTYS NOT THAT.

IF YOU WANT ME T0 KEEF
MY MOUTH SHUT, YOU HAVE
TO STOP WAKING ME UP
WITH YQUR, HAIR DRYER.

HOU! HOU Y BS MUSTHIT TALK ABOUT KLAUS.

MY BOY- i
FRIEND. :

£ TYRLA , TYRLIO 'wm,) YOU KNOW, IF YOU COME, vmj

Q=

LUCIA'S FAMILY WAS VERY
STRICTLY CATHOLIC,

’

THE NEXT DAY, LUCIA’S AUNT AHD WE WERE OFF TO THE SOUTHWEST OF AUSTRIA. \
CAME TO PICK LS UP.

-g fat
—
-
.
s IBG

I ENDED AT THREE I THE MORNING!




LUCIA'S FAMILY HAD NEVER SEEN
ANY IRANIANS, | WAS THEREFORE
INVITED OVER EVERY DAY BY
AN UNCLE AND AN AUNT WHC
WANTED TO GET TD KNOW ME,

AS MY TRANSLATOR.
] —

MY GERMAN WAS RUDIMEN-
TARY, THEIRS UNUSUAL. A
COUSIN WHE HAD SPENT FOUR
YEARS [N FRANCOPHONE
SWITZERLAND ENJOVED aCTING

SHE SAYS THAT |
SHE ATE WELL.

BAKUNIN WAS

SHE $AYS THAT SHE
AGAINST MARX,

LIKES TYROL A LOT.

WHO'S BAKUNING

HE WAS AN
AMARCHIST,

WHAT 7 Y00
BON/T KNOW
BAKUNINT

AMARCHIST!

/4

NE' HE Was THE tWELL... LONG LIVE VACATIONSK_)

FOR ME, NOT GUING TO SCHOOL WaAG SYHONYMOUS WITH
SOLITUDE, ESPECIALLY NOW THAT LUCIa WAS
SPENDING ALl HER TIME WITH HER BOVFRIEND, KILAUS.

MORE
VACATION??

SHE SAYS THAT TYRHLEANS
ARE VERY MICE,

THEY SAY ThAT
{THEY LIKE YoU T00.

TS WORDERFUL TO HAVE
INTERMATIONAL FRIENDS.

3 )

DO YOU HAVE A PROBLEM
WITH VACATION?

ND! BUT YOU SEE, AT HOME,
WE HAD TWO WEEKS OF

REST FOR THE NEW YEAR
AND AFTER THAT WE HAD §f
To walT UNTIL SUMMER.

AS OPPOSED TO MY SCHOOL FRIENDS’ FAVORITE SUBJECTS OF
CONVERSATION, WE MEVER TOUCKED OK WAR, OR DEATH.

YOU'LL GET USED
TO IT. THANKS TO
THE LEFT, THERE
ARE HOLITAYS IN
EUROPE. WE ARE
ROT FORCED TO

WORK ALL THE

IF, AT THE BEGINNING OF THE
CENTURY, THE ANARCHISTS
HAD TRIVMPHED, WE
WOULDN'T WORK AT all.
MAN 1SN MADE FOR WIRIK

FlMaLLY THE DAY OF DEPARTURE ARRIVED, l

CABINET MAKER. | PMADE THIS
FRAME BSPECIALLY FOR YOU.

YOU KNOW, /M A )

Ec»m-rzr; A CANDIED APPLE mﬂ
5

OME FROIT FOR THE R0AD,

.. LDIA Was MY SISTER.

COME 0N, RELAK

TAKE ADVANTAGE!
CULTIVATE YOURSELF!
YOU DON'T EVEN

KNDW BAXUNIN!

AFTER THIS TRIP, | MEVER COM-
PLAINED ABOUT HER HAIR DRVYER.

* DEAR

12

50, I CREATED A REASIN,

THIS CRETIN MOMD WASN'T
ALTOGETHER WRONG, 1 NEEDED
TO FIT IN, AND FOR THAT | NEE-
DED TO EBUCATE MYSELF.

HOWHERE.
Yaa GOING TO
READ. | LOVE
READING,

WHERE ARE
VOU GOING ON
VACATION?

I FACT, IT WAS A USEFUL
ANMSWER TE THE PEREMMIAL
GUESTION *WHERE ARE YOU
GOINGT,” AL THE WHILE GIVING

ME A ROLE,

433



S0 THEY WENT OFF SKING aNP |
SET MYSELF TO READING.
STARTED WITH BAKUNIN. §
LEARMED THAT HE WAS RUSSIAN,
THAT HE HAD BEEN EXCLUDED
FROM THE FIRST INTERMATIONALY
AND THAT HE REJECTED ALL
AUTHORITY, ESPECIALLY THAY
OF THE STATE,

ASIDE FROM THAT, | DIDN’T UNDER-
STAND MUCH OF HIS PRILOSTPRHY,
48 SURELY MOMO DIDN'T EITHER.

THEN, | STUDIED THE HISTORY
FOF THE COMMUNE.

RIGHT OF THIS EPOCH WERE
WORTHY 0F MY COUNTRY'S
FUNDAMENTALISTS.

: CONCLUPED THAT THE FRENCH

TG SARTRE, MY COMRADES!
FANORITE AUTHOR.

THE NOTION OF CONSCIOUS-
MESS COMES FROM MAN'S
LIVED EXPERIENCE."

I F'OUND HIM A LITTLE ANNDYING. .

THEN, | TURNED MY ATTENTION

v FIRGT INTERNATIONAL COMFERENCE OF COMMUNIST COCPERATORS.

IF ¥'D HAD aNYTHING FUN TO DO, | DON'T THINK
[ WOULD EVER HAVE READ A"b ,MUCH AS I DiD

TH EDUCATE MYSELF, | HAD TO UNDERSTAND
EVER YT HING. S‘FAKTIN& WITH MYSELF, ME,
MARTE THE WOMAN, S0 | THREW M\/SELF
INTO REAWMG My MOTHEK S FAVORITE BOOK.

WHEN I'D HAD ENOUGH OF
READING, | WENT TO THE
SUPER MARKET,

FT WAS S0 COLD THAT 1 HAD
THE BRIGHT IDEA OF WEARING
MY SK| SUIT, BROUGHT FROM
TEHRAN, TO0 GO 0UT,

DECKED OU'T LIKE THIS IN
VIENNA, | FELT LIKE | WAS ON
THE SLOPES OF INMSBRUCK,
CLOGE TO MY FRIENDS.

LEAST FOUR TIMES.

| WAS S0 BORED THAT TO BUY FOUR DIFFERENT PRODUCTS, | WOULD GO TO THE SUPERMARKET AT

w MY BOARDING
\HOUSE o |

SUPERMARKET AT

HTHE MANDARING
BY SIMONE DE BAVAR,

SHE HAD READ ME SOME EXCERPTS,
BUT | WAS A LITTLE YOUNG

AL

| READ THE SECOND SEXY SIMONE
EXPLAINED THAT If WOMEX FEED
STANPING UP, THEIR PERCEFTION
OF LIFE WOULD CHANC&&.

50 | TRIED, IT RAN LIGHTLY
DOWH MY LEFT LEG. IT WAS A
LITTLE PISAUSTING.

AR5

SEATED, IT WAS MUCH SIMPLER.
AND, AS AL HIRAMIAN WEMAN,
BEFURE LEARNING TO UEINATE
LIKE A MAN, | NEEDED TO LEARN
TO BECOME A LIBERATED AND
EMANCIPATED WOMAN,




ARD THEM CAMME THE DAY. THE
FAMBUS DAY I THE MONTHOF
FEBRUARY ‘WHEN | WAS PREPAR-
ING MY, ETERNAL SPAGHET T

WHEN SUDDENLY THE MOTHER
SUPERIOR BLOCKED MY LINE OF A LITTLE
VISION RESTRAINT,
MADEMOISELLE!

| WAS VERY HUNGRY. 50
HUNGRY THAT ONE PLATE
WOULDN'T HAVE BEEN ENOUGH.

i WENT DOWNSTAIRS WITH
MY POT TO WATCH TV 1IN THE
REFECTORY,

{ LOVED THAT. AT MY PARENTS  HOUSE, IT Was STRICTLY FORBIDDEN, “INSPECTOR DERRICK”
WAS UM, “THE NUNS LIKED IT A LOT.

BUT NOT IN 4 POT!
WHAT KIND OF MANNERS
ARE THESE?

BUT HERE, EVERYONE B
EATS WHILE
WATCHING TV

T8 TRUE WHAT
THEY SAY ABOUT
IRANIANS, THEY .
AVE MO EDUCATION

AFE




APPROACH!

IT'G UNACCEPT ABLE, WHAT
YoU SAID T8 MUTHER BRIDGET!

AND WHAT SHE SAID
TO ME, YOU FiND
THAT ACCEPTABLE?

YOU'RE EXPELLED. I'M GOING
10 CALL YOUR MOTHER'S
ERIEND TD COME GET YOU.

PONST BOTHER, | HAVE
ERIENDS WHE Wil BE
HAPPY TO TAKE

CARE OF PAE.

| Was THINKING oF JULIE,

YOU SHOULD BE ASRAMED
OF YOURSELF!

SHUT UP, YDU INSOLEAT
GiRL. AS YOUNE PAID,
vOU CaM STAY ONTIL THE
END OF THE MONTH.

O HAVE MOTHING
TO SAY TG MET

138
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ENCUSE ME?

IN EVERY RELIGION, YOU FIND
THE SAME EXTREMISTS.

HOLD ON A MIN- ‘ SHE SAYS THAT SHE IS
UTE. M GOING TO ‘FHRILLED TO HAVE You!
ALK MY MOTHER -

IF WOU CAN COME

1 DIDN'T WALT FOR THE
END OF ‘THE MONTH.

A FEW DAYS LATER,

| CALLED TOLLE. -

THEY THREW ME
QUT. | BORST KHOW
WHAT TO 20,

LIVE HERE.

| SAID GOODBYE TO LLCIA, THE SISTERS SENT A
WHOM | NEVER SAW AGAIN. LETTER T0 MY PARENTS,

{ REPACKED MY BAG.

EXPLAINING TO0 THEM THAT, HUMILIATED 10 HAVE
BEEN CAUGHT RED-HANDED STEALING A FRUIT
YOQUR'T, | HAD DECIDED TO LEAVE THE BOARDING
HOUSE QF MY DWAN VOLITION

OH, THOSE LIARS!... THEY
coULD HAVE AT LEAST FOUND
A BETTER EXCUSE,

[ BUT WHAT IN THE WORLD
CaMN THIS MEAM? SHE
§ daTES FROIT YORURT.

READING WASN'T ENOUGH. TO FIT IN, STILL
HAD A LOMG way 10 GO0

HAPPILY, MY PARENTS KHEW MY TASTES,

139



i

1
f
A
¥

MY NEW HOME WAS A LOT MORE COMFORTABLE THAN THE BOARDING

HOUSE. | SHARED JULIE'S RODM.

STAY PUT, !

10 GET MY
TAGKET.

JusT CAME BY

DATE WITH ERNST, THE
WNER OF CAFE SCHELTER

WOULD YOU BELIEVE | HAVE A
o

D

| REALLY LIKED ARMELLE. SHE

WAS GEMTLE AND TISCREET. IM
FACT, ALITTLE T30 MUCH 50,
COMPARED TG MY MOTHER,

SHE LACKED AUTHORITY.

EDON'T PUT TOO
B MUCH I WHEN
8THE TEA IS
iSTRONG, FT LOSES
BITS FLAVOR.

AT HOME

TEA ALL
pAY LONG.

I KNOW,

WE DRINK

OF COURSE . .. HOW SILLY OF
ME! TEA, INDIA, PERSIA,
RUSSIA, SAMOVARS. . .

ULTURED

HE IS ONE OF THE FIRST

BUT HOW OLD 1S THIS DWNEK?)

YES ... MATURE, THE
WAY 1 LIKE THEM,

DI YOU PO YOUR
HOMEWOBRKY

CARMELLE WaAS VERY ©

ABOUT HiM.

EVEN IF SHE DIDR'T KMOW
BAKUNIN, LACAN WAS HER
THING. SHE WAS PASSIBNATE

ANRD REALITY.

RE MANAGED TO ISOLATE
THE REGISTERS OF THE
SYMBULIC IMAGINATION

T MAVE UNDERTAKEN
GROUP THERAPY!

YoU KNOW, HE OPERED UP THE
FIELD OF PSYCHOARALYSIS WITH
STRUJCTURAL LINGUSTICS,

... AND ALSD BECAUSE SHE WAS THE ONLY ONE WHD

TOLE, WHERE
ARE YOU GOING?

M OMY CULTURE, PARENTS
WERE SACRED. WE AT LEAST
OWED THEM AN ANSWER.

LIKE A CUP OF TEAT

CY
ik

( ARMELLE, \WOULD YGU]

AMD THE SISTERS WHO FOUND
ME THGOLENT ... IF OMNLY THEY'D
SEER JULIE.

TO BEHAVE LIKE THIS TOWARD
OME’'S OWHN MOTHER MADE fAE

INPIGMANT,

A WOMAN AND A M
DONFT THINK ALIKE,
PON'T FUNCTION

ALIKE, WOMEN'S
LITERATURE BLAH,

LTERATURE, BLARK,
BLAH, BLAK, BLAH, .,

ALIKE, DON'T WRITE

BLAK, BLAH, MEN'S

rul

HAVE SEEN A SAMUIVAR,

KMNEW IR AN, SHE UNDERSTOOD MY MNOSTALGIA FOR

THE CASPIAN SEA, SHE WAS ALSQ THE ONLY ONE TO

AND THEN, SHE WAS THE OKE WHO HAD CALLED
MY PARENTS TO REASSURE THEM.

| LiSTEMED QUT OF POLITEMESS.
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TULIE AND | PISCUSSED A LOT BEFORE BED.

L VERY NICE.

SHE' CAN BE REALLY UNBEAR-
ABLE WHEM SHE WaANTS TO BE.

OH, YOU'RE THE PURE, TIMID,
NMOCENT VIRGIN WHO DOES
HER HOMEWORK. I"M NOT LIKE
THAT. I'VE BEEN HAVIKG SEX

OR. FIVE YEARS,

[ THINK YOUR MOTHER 1S

{VE ALREADY SLEPT WATH
EIGHTEEN GUYS: FABRICE,
OLIVIER,, LAURENT, LUC,
TEAR-MARC, ANOTHER
LAUREMT, SEBASTIEN, .

BUT SHE REALLY LIKES YOU, T00. THANKS TO
YoU, SHE GOES EAGIER ON ME. SHE THINKS
THAT YOWRE A GODD INFLUENCE ON ME.

WHAT KIND OF GOOD INFLUENCET

T FIRST WE USED
OMDOMS, BUT THE GUY
EELS LESS,

| Was SHOCKED, M MY COUNTRY,
EVEN WHEN YOU HAD SEX

BEFORE MARRIAGE, YOU HIP IT.

HOW M OR THE PILL.
THAT'S WHY | HAVE
SUCH A BiG BUTT.

ARD.

ARMELLE HAD A {OGH Job AT
THE UNITED NATIONS. GHE
TRAVELED FREQUENTLY.

t STOCKED THE REFRIGER A~
TOR. STUDY HARD! JULIE,
DON'T CUT CLAasst!

WHEN ! BE'T BACK | WANT
THE HOUSE T0 BE CLEAN
AND TIDY,

HOW LONG WL YOU
BE GONE?

[ six pavs, IF vou
REED AMYTHING,
CALL MARTHM.

MARTIN AND ARMELLE GOT TO
KNOW EACH OTHER IN VIENNA,
THEY WORKED TOGETHER, WERKE
BOTH DIVORCED AND CARRIED ON A
PLATONIC RELATIONSHIP,

/;s\’/f:u_._

| HAD A BliG BEHIND 700, AND
| WASN'T EVEN TAKING

CONTRACEPTIVES,

IT WAS TULIE WHE Hab
EXPLAINED T TO ME.,
e SHE 15 . ,. IT'S FOR SURE!

SHE’S NOT FUCKING.

YOU'VE SEEN HUOW ANNOYIN&)

WHAT DO
YOU KNOW
ABOUT (TP

T DONT THINK
THEY'RE SLEEP-
ING TOGETHER.

iF THEY WERE,
| WOULD KNOW.

1 DIPNTT YET HAVE ANY EXPE~
RIENCE THAT WOULD RAVE ALLOWED
ME TO MAKE THE COMNECTION
BETWEEN ARMELLE'S CHARACTER
AND HER SEX LIFE.

... THAN JULIE DRGANIZED A PARTY FOR THE DAY AFTER WITH
HER FRIENDS FROM THE CAFE SCHELTER.
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THE NMIGHT OF THE PARTY. l

HOW DO | LOOK?
NOT S0 HO0D. .

&

-

WAIT, I'M GUING TC MAKE
YOU UF. YOULL S£E,

\

AND THE PARTY WAS NOT WHAT | IMAGINED, [N IRAN, AT PARTIES, EVERYONE WOULD DANCE

SHE DID MY HAIR AND DREW 0N A
3 AND EAT. |N VIENHNA, PEDPLE PREFERRED TO LIE ARDUND AND SMOKE.

THICK LINE OF BLACK EYELINER
THAT, EROM THEM 0N, BECAME
MY USUAL MAKEUP,

t THOWGHT | LODKED VERY
BEAUTIFUL.

WHAT ARE YOU DOING, TULIE?
VOU'RE PUTTING PERFUME

THERE?

THERE! IT HAS A
MAME! IT76 CALLED
A SEX, A PUSSY,
A MINOU ...

MINOUT THAT'S
MY AUNT'S NAME,

GO0D FOR
HERY

PLUS, PMINGU 1N
PERGIAN MEANS
PARADIGE!

HaAHA Hat

T b | KNEW PIHIC FLOYD, MY
l ?
‘??;'ﬂf:ﬁg;wucm\e DO YOU HAVE ANY GOOD MUSIC? PARENTS LISTENED TO THEM
. WHENEVER WE WENT 0N A TRIP,

YeS, | HAVE ALL
OF Pinic FLOVYD,

AMD THEN, | WAS TURNED OFF BY ALL THESE PUBLIC DISPLAYS OF AFFECTION. WHAT PO YOU
EXPELT, | CAME FROM A TRADITIONALIST COUNTRY,

PARTY MUSIC.
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AZDUND FOUR 1M T

HE MORAING, THE

LAST GUESTS FINALLY LEFT, | WAS S0 SLEEPY.

-

| WANT
P, BUT
WiTH WATER.

ED 70 REMOVE MY MAKE-
T WASN'T COMING OFF

t WENT TO0 ASK TULIE FOR
SOME MAKEUP REMOVER, BUT
APPARENTLY SHE AND ERMNST
[ WERE ALREADY ASLEEP N
GUR ROOM.

I'T GUES WITHOUT SAYING THAT
| DIDN/T UNDERSTAND A WORD 1
reAD,

| RUSHED TO THE LIVING ROOM T PROTECT MYSEL
CHOW WHAT, BEHIND MY BEST FRIEND, & BOCK

F FROM | DON'T

WHEN SUDDENLY

QH:O\"IQH!
An An!

SEVERAL MINUTES LATER, | MADE CUT I THE

P roLLOWED BY ONE OF A NAKED WOMAR,
DARK THE SILHOGUETTE OF A HAKED MAR, Thn st En T T T

MY GOD, THEY WERE N THE MIDDLE OF .. «

... HAVING SEX!

| COULDN'T BELIEVE Y EYES. ..

'}‘HEH A MAN AND WOMAN HALF-NAKED!




CAR WITH MY DAD.

WHAT? WE SAY
| rESTICLE. & MAN'S

d BALLS ARD & PENIS,
THESE BALLS ARE
CALLED TESTICLES,

[ A8, PING-
porlg BaLLS!
] Har HAL HAL

Ha! Hat Hal

T REMINDED ME OF THE DAY,
ElGHT YEARS BEFORE, M "THE

SEX 15 MADE OF TWE B °

AND, & LITTLE RED, MY
FATHER ARSWERED SERICVSLY.

MO, MORE LIKE THIS.
TUEY'RE MOT TENNIS BALLS.
B THEY/RE MORE LIKE PING-

Pl pPonG SALLS.

BaLLS? BaLLS, LIKE
THESE?

t DON'T BELIEVE IT. ol ..
VoL, .. YOU'RE STONED!N

BUT THAT'S
‘50 coor!

THAT HIGHT, | REALLY
UNDERST 00D THE
MEANING OF "THE
SEXUAL REVOLUTION.”

WOLFY, WHY

SHE'S TRIPPING. GO 0N
MURSIC ON?

IT Was MY FIRST 8iG

4LTEF TOWARD

ASSIMILATING INTO
WESTERN CUATURE.

S0 HE WASN'T ERMNST, THE OWHER OF
CAFE oCHELTER! SULIE HAD JUST SLEFPT

WITH HER, NINETEENTH &UY.

MY MENTAL TRANSFORMATION WaS FOLLOWED

BETWEEN THE AGES OF FIFTEEN AND SIXTEEN, |
LGREW SEVEM INCHES, 17 WAS IMPRESSIVE.

BY MY PHYSICAL METAMORPHDSIS.

ME AT FIFTEEN

ME AT SIXTEEN

PAY HEAD ALBO CHANGED
N IT5 OWN WAY, FIRST,
MY FACE GOT LONGER.

MY RIGHT HAND,

THEN MY RIGHT EYE GREW,

FOLLOWED SWIFTLY 8Y myY
CHIN WHICH DOUBLED M
LENGTH

(ENEN TOPAY, IT'S HALF A
SIFE BIGGER THAN MY
RIGHT FOOT.

OF COURSE MY NUSE
TRIPLED TS SIFE.

THEN 1T WAS MY MOUTH,

AND WAS DECORATED BY
4 LARGE BEAUTY MARK.

WHICH | THOUGHT HIDECUS
AT THE TIME.

FHEN MY CHIN ADVANCED
MATESTICALLY,

ONLY TU RETREAT TOITS
QRIGINAL POSITION SEN-
ERAL MONTHS LATER,

FINALLY MY CHEST DEVELOFED

AND MY CENTER OF GRAN-
1TV WAS BALANCED OUT BY
THE POUNDS ON MY BUTT.

N GHORT, | WAS BN AN UGLY 5TAGE SBEEMINGLY
WITHOUT END.




—_— O
A% IF MY NATURAL AND A WEEK LATER, A | LODKED LIKE COSETTE, MY RELATIONSHIP WITH THE THAT'S NOT ALL YOU DO FOR PEONS THEN'RE PEO HEY
DEFORMITY WASN'T LITTLE SHIP OF THE B " LES MISERABLES. SCHOOL'S LACKEYS DIDN'T THEM. YOU K166 THEIR ASSES HAVE 4 ;,iﬁp ;555{4;%5‘?;;
SCISSORS ON THE RIGHT. PLEASE MY FRIENDS MUCH. FROM TIME TO TIME. PROFILE, THEY ARE THIRSGTY
FOR POWER AND ARE LUOKING

ENOUGH, | TRIED A FEW
NEW HAIRCUTS. &
LITTLE SNiP OF THE
SCISEORS ON THE LEFT,

1 DO NOT. [ THINK THEY'RE
RICE, THAT'S ALL.

TO CONTROL US,

YEAH, LIKE
THE COPS.

50, VO SEEM TO BE ON AWFULLY
-&beD TERMS WITH THE PEORS. r

NOT REALLY!
1 3UST CuT
THER HAIR,

xilsmq
y &

SO t COATED MY | ADDED A THICK LINE & FEW SAFETY PING, WHICH WERE
HAIR, WITH GEL, OF EYELINER, REPLACED BY A eraCTivt LIFE 15 Pard, W!_'II_ATBS-VE,RE EXISTERCE IS
- SCARF. IT S0FTENED PAIN 15 EVERYTHING. HOT ABSURD. THERE 4RE
THE LODKC. EVERYTHING 1S PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE IN IT
ARD WHO GIVE THEIR LINES

NOTHINGMESS. FOR VALUES LIKE LIBERTY.

THEREFURE LIFE IS
HOTHINGNESS. WHEN
MAH RECOGMIZES THIS
HOLE, HE CAN MO
LOMNGEE LIVE LIKE AN
EARTHWORM, INVENT-
NG GAMES OF LEADERS
AND FOLLOWERS TO
FORGET HIS F!CKLENESE.J

WHAT RUBBISH EVEM
THAT, IT'S & DISTRACTION
FROM BOREDOM,

T WAS BEGIRNING TO
LOGK LIKE SOMETHiné,

i

TO MY ENORMOUS SURPRISE THAT'S HOW | BECAME THE
i HAVE YOU SEEN HOW MY HEW LOOK EVEN PLEASED SCHOGL'S OFFICIAL HAIRCUTTER.
: BEAUTIFUL SHE 1S NOW? THE HALL MONITORS, IT
SHOULD BE SAID THAT THEY
WERE VERY YDUNG.

WOU CHANGE YOUR
HAIRSTYLE EVERY DAY,
WHO CUTS YOUR HAIRT

S0 MY UNCLE PIED TO
DISTRALT HIMESELF?

NOBLE COMBAT, 0Kl ARE WE GUING
a8LaH BLAH 8LAH TO SMOKE A JOINT?

IF 1 PAY YOU, WILL YO
cUT MY HAIR, Tob?  H

FOR. MOME, DEATH WaS “THE DMLY
DOMAIN WHERE MY KMOWLEDGE

EXCEEDED HIS. OM THIS SUBTELT,
1 ALWAYS Hal THE LAST WORD.

I'T HELPED ME EARN A LITTLE
SPENDING MONEY.
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1T WAS ALWAYS THIERRY WHO ROLLED THE JOINTS
WHILE WE KEPT AN EYE OUT FOR THE MONITORS
a0 WE WOULDN'T BE CAUGHT BY SURPRISE.

[ DIDN/T LIKE TO SMOKE, BUT | DID IT OUT OF
SOLIDARITY. AT THE TIME, T0 ME, GRASS AXD
HERDIN WERE THE SAME "THING

LACH TIME | WAS OFFERED A JOINT, | REMEMBERED THIS

COMVERSATION MY PARENTS HAD ABOUT MY COUSIN KAMRAN.

POOR BOY, HE'S STUCK HIMSELF S0 MANY TIMES

BECOMING A VEGETABLE WAS
OUT OF THE QUESTION.

THE MARDER | TRIED

PMYSELF FROM MY CUL
GAME BY SOMEBODY ELSE'S RULES.

T0 ASSIMILATE, THE MORE | HAD THE FEELING THAT [ WAS DISTANCING

TORE, BETRAYING MY PARENTS AND MY ORIGING, THAT | WAS PLAYING A

£ A VEGETABLE
RENTS REMINDED ME DF MY COWARDICE AND MY BETRAYAL | WAS

HE'S BEGUR T L00K
HAMED TO TALK TD THEM,

EACH TELEPHOME CALL FREM MY PA
AT ONCE HAPPY TO HEAR THEIR VOICES ANMD A%

THIS KIND OF THING ALWAYS
HAPPENS T THE MDST FRAGILE GNES

- YES, M DOING FINE, UM GETTING GOOD GRADES.

- YOU HAVE SOME GOOD FRIENDST

- FRIENDSP OF COURSE, LOTS!

w THAT DOESN'T SURPRISE ME, YOU ALWAYS HAD
A TALEMT FOR COMMUNICATING WITH PEOPLE!

- DAR L.
- BEAT ORANGES. THEY'RE FULL OF VITAMIN C.

- DAD, | Love !
~- Y% TO0, WE ADORE YOU. YQU'RE 'THE CHILD ALl

PARENTS DREAM OF HAVING!

S0 | PRETENDED TG
PARTICIPATE, BUT | NEVER

AND AS S0OM AS MY FRIENDS”
BACKS WERE TURNED, | $TOCK
MY FINGERS IN MY EYES TO

THEN, | IMITATED THEIR
LAUGHTER.

IMBALED THE SMOKE.
g ; MAKE THEM GOOD AND RED,

IF ONLY THEY KMEW , .. IF THEY KNEW THAT THEIR PAUGHTER WAS MADE UP LIKE A PUNK,
THAT SHE SAMOKED JOINTS TC MAKE A GOOD IMPRESSION, THAT SHE HAD SEEN MEN IN THEIR
UNDERWEAR WHILE THEY WERE BEING BOMBED EVERY DAY, THEY WOULDN'T CALL ME THEIR

DREAM CHILP,

| Was QUITE BELIEVABLE,
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DURING & PARTY AT SCHOOL. §

1 EVEN MANAGED TO DENY MY
1 '™ MARE. LRADUATED

'

| FELT 50 GUILTY THAT WHENEVE! T WAG T00 UNBEARABLE. Ty ]
THERE WAS REWS ABOUT IRAN NO, 1T°S OKAY) NATIONALITY.
', WATCH TV ) : : ,
JELTERDAY? 3 TALKED T0 MY AoT VEARNUURE NEW!
* H PARENTS. WHAT'S YOUR HAMET

| CHANGED THE CHANMNEL.
YOU MUST
U MUST BE Rrppwige Fing: _ -
MARTANE. I'VE

WORRIED,

BEEN HERE A YEAR.

P WAS LYING | KHEW NOTHING ANE:
| DIDN"T WANT TO KNOW MORE.

MAKE MY PAST PISAPPEAR, BUT MY UMCONSCIOUS CAUGHT

I | WANTED T8 FORGET EVERYTHING, T
WP WITH ME.

| SHOULD $AY THAT AT THE TIME, IRAN WaAS
THE EPITOME oF EVIL AND TC BE IRANIAN WaS A
HEAVY BURDEN TO BEAl.

e
"AND WHERE ARE YOU FROM MARIE-JEANNET

oM REALLYT YOU HAVE A FUNNY
CACCENT FOR & FRENCH G

IT WAS EASIER TO LIE THAN 7O ASGUME THAT BURDEM.

AT WHEN 1 60T BACK THAT
HIGHT . | REMEMBERED THAT
LINE MY GRANDMOTHER TOLB
MES SALWAYS KEEP YOUR
SIGNITY AND BE TRUE TO
VOURSELFL®

MARCT HE'S
ANMNAG BROTHER)
| THE GIRL 1N THE
TRIPED SWEAT
2, HE'S A JERK
FROM BOURGE-

U SHOULDH™T

ALK TO THOSE




LATER IN A CAFE MEAR SCHOOL.

UNFORTUNATELY, IT AlLL CAME OUT IM THE END. A FEW DAVYS

WHAT DO Y0U THINK? HAVE YOU
HEARD THE WaY SHE TALKS?

i

SHE TOLD My BRO-
THER THAT SHE
WAS FAEMNCH,

BUT YOUR BROTHER WaS
HITTING ON HER OR WHATF

OF COURSE
NoTY

BE REALLY
IF $HE GOT

AH, THAT'S 4
RELIEF. CONSI-
DERING HOW UGLY
SHE 15, IT woltD

LIKE MARL.

UNFAIR
A Gy

((anp YOUR BROTHER BELIEVED HER? )
(Ui

(HAV5 VU SEEN HER FACE? )

I AM

YyOU ARE GOWNG
{0 SHUT LP OR
1 AM GOINGTO
MAKE Youl 4

{RANIAN
AND PROUD

OR. HER FPARENTS.

t DON'T KHOW IF YOU'VE NOTICE
MEVER TALXS ABIUT EITHER

D, BUT

WELL, OF COURSE! SHE
LIES WHEN SHE SAYS
THAT SHE'S KNOWH
WARL IT'S ALL T8
MAKE HERSELF SEEM
INTERESTING.

-

SHE
HER CODNTRY

&

| WANTED TO DIE.

Ha, Ha, HA | WOULD COMMIT SUNCTH-
DE IF MY BROTHER WAS GONG
GUT WITH A COW LIKE THAT!

WHERE WERE MY PARENTS TO TAKE ME IN
THEIR ARMS, TO REASSURE MET

BUT REALLY, | HAD ROTHING
7O CRY ABOUT,

ANYWAY, HER.

B PARENTS

fCLEARLY DON'T
CARE ABOUT

| Her, OR THEY §

WOULDR'T HAVE

FOR THE FIRST TIME N A
YEAR, | FEL'T PROUVI ]

[ FINALLY UNDERSTDOD WHAT
PAY GRANDMDTHER MEANT. IF
[ WASN' T COMFORTABLE WITH
MYSELF, | WOULD NEVER BE
COMFOR'T ABLE.




