Frankfurt School (Adorno and Horkheimer) ideas in relation to mass culture:


-main points and critique of mass culture

-mass culture, popular culture, folk culture, high culture, elite culture 

–issues


-culture as a skyscraper vs culture as a process

Popular Culture analysis and ideology

Mass Culture analysis between the poles of “celebration” and “despair” (especially in relation to Pop Music; + concept of “co-optation”)

Mediation and Articulation (in Negus essay on Music)

The “Myths” about TV (ie. myth of TV as entertainment; myth about where business of TV is located; myth about “labor” in TV)

Gender and Identity: the concept of “gender” as a social/discursive position rather than a natural identity (gender as a “position” defined and re-defined, in need of constant production and re-production through discourse and cultural interventions). What role does the media have in reinforcing or contesting gender positions?

Race and the Media: construction of identity; ‘prime-time segregation’

Characterstics of New Media

The Internet and the WWW –history and main properties (decentralization, open architecture, non-linearity)

Advertising – main points

Public Relations: relation to news (creation of pseudo-events)

“Creation of needs” in advertising; “human interest copy”; rational and irrational buying motivations 

Rotation, payola, drive time, adult contemporary, ‘urban’, AOR, prime time, affiliate stations, sitcom, soap opera, independent stations, syndication (first run, rerun), share, rating, time shifting, serial programs, subliminal advertising, space brokers, focus groups, VALS, testimonial, infomercials, myth analysis, spam, bandwagon effect, publicity, press agent, pseudo-event, propaganda, press release, video news release, PSA, lobbying, flack, synergy, cultural imperialism, internet, ARPAnet, newsgroups, servers, fiber-optic cable, WWW, HTML, HTTP, hypertext, open-source, digital divide, packet switching, protocols, Mosaic, browsers, HUT

Exam will be same format and same length as midterm. All material covered before the midterm is also required knowledge (use study guide for midterm to review).

