Documentary Film

Paper Assignment

1. Choose one of the following films:

Waltz With Bashir (Ari Folman, Israel, 2008)

Grey Gardens (The Maysles Brothers et al, US, 1975)

Grizzly Man (Werner Herzog, Germany, 2005)

American Teen (Nanette Burstein, US, 2008)

The Thin Blue Line (Errol Morris, US, 1988)

Daughter Rite (Michelle Citron, US, 1980)

Shoah (Claude Lanzmann, France, 1985)

Hoop Dreams (Steve James & Frederic Marx, US, 1994)

Tarnation (Jonathan Caouette, US, 2003)

Capturing The Friedmans (Andrew Jarecki, US, 2003)

It Happened Here (Kevin Brownlow & Andrew Mollo, UK, 1964)

The Filth and The Fury (Julien Temple, UK, 2000)

Le tombeau d’Alexandre/The Last Bolshevik (Chris Marker, France, 1993)

Of Time and the City (Terence Davies, UK, 2008)

Les glaneurs et la glaneuse/The Gleaners & I (Agnes Varda, France, 2000)

2. Describe the film’s formal features.

3. Discuss the film in light of Nichols’ modes.

4. Analyze the stance of the filmmaker in relation to the tradition of documentary film and vis a vis the world and ‘the Real’.

5. What are the main ethical questions that the film raises and how does it answer them.

6. Analyze the effectiveness of the rhetoric and the effectiveness of the film in terms of the success or failure of what it sets out to do.

7. Make sure you tie your analysis to our class discussions, the readings during the course of the semester and the other films screened in class.

8-10 pages. Double spaced, regular font.

Due on the last day of class.

