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FOREWORD

Heroes wag originally

ed in 1965. By that time, Feiffer had established

ce in 1956. But either
status as a New York
Ywright (The Explainers,
with Women, 1963), it was
Dial Press (New York)

of or despite his growing
ual and a wﬁ.amosgm pla

d to him by an editor at

obably the first Sustained essay on comic

he "40s and ‘505 Nowadays, it ig bractically a
r subject of University dissertations, byt in 1965
'ote about comic books, much less Superhero
day, our budding academiciang Subject

es to Lacanian psychoanalysis ang Derridaean
cal speculation. Thankfully, Feiffer knew better
Ply ponderous theoretical models to the

comics he enjoyed in hig Youth; in their

e delivers a fond reminiscence of what it was

e thrilled to the new four-color medium as g

€ point of view of g literate aduylt — intellec-
ul, never oosgmmoms&sq. qualities that are no
ned sufficiently serious for the study of old
omics. And when he theorizes, when he

€ anti-social virtues of junk, for instance, it's

poted in human experience — his experience.

Jules Feiffer

i at
He also has the advantage of rwﬁsa.cmms ESME
lmost) the beginning: his recollections of rea ﬁ.os g
. 3 s segue seamlessly into his earliest recollectio
comic : .
working in the comics business in 1945.

i tained
The original edition appeared in hardcover and oﬂ\w
HNM ages of the comics Feiffer talked about - mﬁoﬁm.om
i e
t wﬂsm Superman, Wonder Woman, Captain >§M o
o : i dition, we
treamlined 2003 e
and so forth. In our s ¢ -
the comics were no longer needed; in 9.\5, mo roviaing
lightened times, Marvel and DC Comics are p e
mw Msa of most of those comics in ﬁmdnmogm. har o
wnwnoﬁm that are readily available to anyone HSSMM o
. ading them. Thus, this edition is in an affordable
re .
paperback format.

) i ; it
We are proud to put this classic back in print where
belongs.

— Gary Groth
Seattle, December 30, 2002




ayl 10 ueronIod e awonag pey I DI Ag "SaA[asWI2U] PaIdIp
LBIIU0D A2] SaWIT} AUBW I2A2MOY 1YUDLI sAemle alam [[I1S
‘01{3[0eq PaNIel 2q 10U pInod [Tus ‘Tamod aUl [[e paplaim [[1is
sdnumor "bunjifue abueyon 1,usaop A[dwis 11 eyl uiea|
0} ST 11 [DOYS B JO 2I0W 2} 218 NOA JahUnoAk ayi ing ‘a[puey
0} paey 2be Aue e 1,ust ydwniil 1eyl 10N ‘Il a[pury o1
MO MOUY 1,UpIp PUB — JOUUIM B SBM | U2A3S 1B 0 "MEB[IN0
ue burrel xrw woy, 10 1aded He1 yeo uo Huimeip uolerd
® IP] 1S21U0)) 1Y JI2BUWEURAA ULO[ 2l Ul [BpaWl plob & uom
PeY [ I21[de2 Ie2A B ATUQ "2W J0] 2Dk peq e sem 1ybrg
"s)y00q
JIIOD JO MOUY ATUO ‘PalId mgmn Ul JO ‘OYym 2uWl} UMO INno
T 250Ul 01 A2AJNS DLIOISTY ATS ® sk ing ‘porrad ayl o1 10700
2A1D 01 ATUO 10U ‘WIapuel UI SW21l 253} UOTIUUL | [IOM
10 1Mo utebe ‘surebh 1I0Ys JIa1je ‘Sem (suolssaidap abneh am
pdooal 1uawAordure asoym Aq) ssed a[pplur 2y} pue ‘ureds
UT SeM J2[ITH ‘SpUeBLS U} U0 SBM SI1UO0)) aA110219(]
‘1ybTa sem T "2l auies all ATybnod ie burob j0b

Ire [ pue ‘uotssaxdag 2y} ‘I JBAA PIIOAA ‘SO0 DTUIO

-~

NOILONAOYLNI
®

J9JJI8 Y so[uf

SOIWOD NOILOY 'NYWY3dNS
=Y} HN-.—;‘u

INIOONNI FHI 40 NOIIONATS
"WYHLIIM D13a3d4

‘UOSseaa 49Y30 40
Iejuswiyuas Aue J4oj s¥00q,, 9sayj)
3o Aue Suidasy] Jo weadp 4o pinom
oym 3uipeaJ >ooq-d1wo> umo.a8ino
PeY oym juadsajope .10 jnpe Aue
SSOJ0E SWOD JDAdU SARY | ‘ULpPlIY>
se pead foy3 s)ooq sy3 jo dwos
SOAI|l J19Y3 3noysno.ay3j paansea.)
9ABY oym s3jnpe Auew umoud| aAey |

530I9Y H0OY OIWIO)) Jeals) aYT,




Jules Feiffer
e ureat comiec Book Heroes
. to come home after
underground my lust for getting even until I was old work, when 4 the World-Tolagagm. "The Telegramm Hiad
enough, big enough, and Important enough to make a bid Times (a total loss) an : ite Dunn), Our Boarding House, Out
for it. That bid was to come by way of a career. (I knew I'd Joe Jinks Sm.ﬁmw, w,MEmQ\WWxMMEM:Q Qou\l and my favorite at
never grow big enough to beat up everybody; my hope was Ouir 14425, e LA h . soldier of fortune hero, Captain
to, somehow, get to own everything and fire everybody.) the time, gwmr Mwwwmw\,\a“ommm@?@r point in one field was Pat
The career I chose, the only one that seemed to fit the skills Easy, mﬁam m mSSozAmH, any role Clark Gable ever played.
_ ; . s ‘ : Ryan and, in a 5 . )
M:,mmmmmwﬂwmwm%w:\m z&% memwwmo iy mied with & For a while the Telegram ran an anemic Hﬂoﬁ%m%mmmﬁwa
- : turdays — an embarra
So|l came to the field with more serious intent than my supplement that came owﬁ MM mmw o ow“o:m? pelonged to
opiate-minded contemporaries. While they, in those pre- day for color mE%Wm EMMM.HOmm of Captain Easy, I felt no real
super days, were eating up Cosmo, Phantom of Disguise; Speed Sunday. So except for bandoned the Telegram to follow his
Saunders; and Bart Regan, Spy, I was counting how many grief when my father N wwﬁm New York Evening Post. The Post
frames there were to a page, how many pages there were hero, mm.éoog SEOH, o le Family, Dinky Dinkerton, Secret
1o a story — learning how to form, for my own use, phrases had Dixie Dugan, The mmsmtm d ?:.MXW:Q and that master-
like: ®X4*2/; marking for future reference which comic Agent @M\p N M:&MW%M%M H.M:mw: S s S et
. ) i sentim '
book hero was swiped from which radio hero: Buck piece o : : A —
Marshall from Tom Mix: the Crimson Avenger from the that strip — its Sturges-like oﬁmwmoﬁm; - i Mﬁrmw m:ms
G - < plots, its uniquely cadenced dialogue. No strip ’
Teen Hprnet ... ' , T . strip, exce
There were, at the time, striking similarities between />>.z Klsmet qum uﬂw E<MMMMHMMHM MwMMMMMoMMm. ’ ’
radio and comic books. The heroes were the same (often WMlton Cam mm oﬂum_oﬁm e, good strips, very good ones in
with the|same names: Don Winslow, Mandrake, Tom Mix); There were, £ 5_8, did not let into the house. The
the villains were the same: Oriental spies, primordial those papers %MMWW\EN e, Bartoems o s cuilawe
monsters, cattle rustlers — but the experience was different. Hlegst papers. eekdays, but on Sundays one
As an apprentice pro I found comic books the more press were not to @m mmmm Mwmwoimﬁwm homes (never very
tangible putlet for fantasy. One could put something down eapialy dropped . en e
on paper|— hard-lined panels and balloons, done the way
the big boys did it. Far more satisfying than the radio serial ——-WE ALWAYS mm._mA..u> —”mnwvvrm
game: that of making up programs at night in bed, getting 8mﬂ.m. dmmvm?m%@_.w GET
the voices right, the footsteps and door slams right, the /J!PrOZO WITH =--
rumbling| organ background right — and doing it all in soft
el enough undertones so as to escape being caught by that
e grownup freading Lanny Budd in the next room who at any
moment rhight give his Spirit-shattering cry: “For the last
time stop talking to Yourself and go to sleep!” Radio was too
damn public.
My interest in comics began on the most sophisticated anm_nwa@ 1938
ni
of levels, the daily newspaper strip, and thereafter m&mﬁwm
p yndic
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~rev “vas wulie DOOK Heroes

being| not quite professional, easily avoided. They were
closer| to home, more comfortable to live with, less like
grownups. ;
The heroes were mostly detectives of one kind or
another; or soldiers of fortune: here and there, even a
magician. Whatever they were, they were tall, but not too
tall — space limitations, you see: they were dark (blond
heroes were an exception, possibly because most movie
heroes| were dark, possibly because it was a chance for the
artist to stick in a blob of black and call it hair. The blond
heroes| in every case, were curly-haired. The dark heroes,
when full color came in, turned blue): they were handsome
— well, symbolically handsome. The world of comics was a
form of visual shorthand, so that the average hero need
not have been handsomne in fact, so long as his face was
held to|the required arrangement of lines that readers had
been taught to be the accepted sign of handsome:- sharp,
slanting eyebrows, thick at the ends, thinning out toward
the nose, of which in three-quarter view there was hardly
any — just a small V placed slightly above the mouth,
casting the faintest nick of a shadow. One never saw a nose
full view. There was never a full view. They were too hard
to draw| Eyes were usually ball-less, two thin slits. Mouths
were always thick, quick single lines — never double.
Mouths, for some reason, were rarely shown open.
Dialogue, theoretically, was spoken from the nose. Heroes'’
faces were Square-jawed; in some cases, all-jawed. Often
there wds a cleft in the chin. Most heroes, whatever
magazing they came from, looked like members of one of
two famillies: Pat Ryan's or Flash Gordon'’s. Except for the
magicians, all of whom looked like Mandrake. The three
mythic archetypes.

That|first Detective Comics, aside from its ground-
breaking|role, is memorable for the debut of Creig Flessel,
not then g good illustrator, but within the first half-dozen
issues to become one of the best in the business — a
master off the suspense cover. And another debut: that of
Jerry Sieglel and Joe Shuster, then in their pre-Superman

Jules Feiffer

days, weighing in with a slam-bang, 5&&075&5@?
cross between Victor McLaglen and Captain Easy (with a
Flash Gordon jaw), appropriately named Slam miﬁm?
because slamming was what he did most of the time. .
Always, of course, against bad guys — and always rmﬁz@
a wonderful time. It was this action-filled S&Smmm.. this
world of lusty hoodlumism, of Saturday movie serials
seven days a week that made the new comic conwm. from
their first day of publication, the principal reading Em.:mw
in my life. That, plus the pragmatic insight that here, in a
field where they hardly knew how to draw at all, I could
arliest gains.

EmwM MWQWQ mJ\HmM There was Tom Hickey, who lettered
with disconcerting open W's (W); who used ms. awiful lot of
dialogue ("printing” was the hated word ﬁow it in my
neighborhood) to tell a painfully myos\lgoS:Q. story, full of
heroes named lan. Too thin-blooded. Too English.

There was Will Ely, a Caniff gone wrong, whose Pat .
Ryanish heroes lay flat on the paper, the mwmoﬁém. on their
clothing more imposing than they were. The villains were

- IERE | STAND, tONG
: MOCK GRAVITY VAL EXCLAIMS .~ “W£RE Wi
; N;o uﬁoz w CAESAR. CAESAR MADE HIS DECISION, MMMWMMW )
WHEN ROMAN ENVOY!
I RUBICON AND TOOK ROME. oevned
REMONIOUSLY KUSTLED TH!
; TRBUTE OF KING ARTHUR, HE UNCE ool

Elince Vallant [940King  EHGLAND. AS ENGLISH NNIGHIS, WE MAY NOT BE SO POPULAR I RO

Features Syndicate
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Jules Feiffer

4

he advent of the superhero was a bizarre

comeuppance for the American dream. Horatio Alger

could no longer make it on his own. He needed
“Shazam!"” Here was fantasy with a cynically realistic base:
Ornce the odds were appraised honestly, it was apparent
you had to be super to get on in this world.

The particular brilliance of Superman lay not only in
the fact that he was the first of the superheroes,* but in the
concept of his alter ego. What made Superman different
from the legion of imitators to follow was not that when he
took off his clothes he could beat up everybody — they all
ﬁﬁ,w-m—v_mmm did Emﬂ. What made Superman extraordinary was his point
of origin: Clark Kent.

. Remember, Kent was not Superman'’s true identity as
Bruce Wayne was the Batman's or (on radio) Lamont
Cranston the Shadow's. Just the opposite. Clark Kent was
the fiction. Previous heroes — the Shadow, the Green
Hornet, The Lone Ranger — were not only more vulnerable;

ble skin —
Are the

sed, avails

Action Comics, June 1938
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[SIDE THE NIGHT CLUB, HE SHEDS HIS N INSTANT LATER WHE (s SPEEDING
ARMENTS AND GLASSES, AND STANDS OFF INTO THE NIGHT LIKE A
ALED IN THE SUPERMAN UNIFORMI | [LIVING PROJECTILE] T =

d his means. He could not draw well, but he drew
single-mindedly — no one could ghost that style. It was the
man| When assistants began "improving” the appearance of
the strip it promptly went downhill. It looked as though it
were|being drawn in a bank.

But, oh, those early drawings! Superman running up
the sides of dams, leaping over anything that stood in his
way (No one drew skyscrapers like Shuster. Impressionistic
shafts, Superman poised over them, his leaping leg tucked

his ass, his landing leg tautly pointed earthward),
cleaning and jerking two-ton get-away cars and pounding
them linto the sides of cliffs — and all this done lightly,
unportentously, still with that early Slam Bradley

exuberance. What matter that the stories quickly lost
interest; that once You've made a man Super you've plotted
him opt of believable conflicts; that even Super-villains,
Superqmad scientists and, Yes, super-Orientals were dul]
and lifeless next to the overwhelming image of that which
Clark Kent became when he took off his clothes. So what if
the stories were boring, the villains blah? This was the
Superthan Show— a touring road company backing up a
great star. Everything was a stage wait until he came on.
Then it was all worthwhile.

Begsides, for the alert reader there were other fields of
interest. It seems that among Lois Lane, Clark Kent, and
Superman there existed a schizoid and chaste menage d
trois. Clark Kent loved but felt abashed with Lois Lane:

Jules Feiffer

Superman saved Lois Lane when she was in trouble, found
her a pest the rest of the time. Since Superman and Clark
Kent were the same person this behavior Qmu..\zms%
explanation. It can't be that Kent wanted Lois to wmm@.moﬁ
him for himself, since himself was mﬁomzﬁmw. Then, it
appears, he wanted Lois to respect him for his fake self, to
love him when he acted the coward, to be there when he
pretended he needed her. She never was — so, of course, he
loved her. A typical American romance. Superman :m./\mw
needed her, never needed anybody — in any event, Lois
chased him — so, of course, he didn't love her. He had
contempt for her. Another
typical American romance.

Love is really the
pursuit of a desired object,
not pursuit by it. Once
you've caught the object
there is no longer any
reason to love it, to have it
hanging around. There
must be other desirable
objects out there,
somewhere. So Clark Kent
acted as the control for Superman. What Kent wanted <<.wm
just that which Superman didn't want to be bothered with.
Kent wanted Lois, Superman didn't — thus marking the
difference between a sissy and a man. A sissy wanted girls
who scorned him; a man scorned girls who wanted him.
Our cultural opposite of the man who didn't make out with
women has never been the man who did — but rather the
man who could if he wanted to, but still didn't. The ideal of
masculine strength, whether Gary Cooper's, Li'l Abner's, or
Superman's, was for one to be so virile and handsome, to
be in such a position of strength, that he need never go
near girls. Except to help them. And then get the hell oE..
Real rapport was not for women. It was for villains. That's
why they got hit so hard.

TIME FOR ME

Superman #4 © 1939-1940 DC Comics
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The Lwnmms Comic Book Heroes

make men super? Thus Joe Higgins went into his laboratory
and came out as the Shield; and John Sterling went into his
laboratory and came out as Steel Sterling; and Steve Rogers
went into the laboratory of kindly Professor Reinstein and
came out as Captain America: and kindly Professor Horton
went into his laboratory and came out with a synthetic
man| named, illogically, the Human Torch. Science had run

And not only science. With business booming comic-
bookl|titles, too, ran amok: Whiz, Startling, Astonishing, Top
Notch, Blue Ribbon, Zip, Silver Streak, Mystery Men, Wonder
World, Mystic, Military, National, Police, Big Shot, Marvel-
Mystery, Jackpot, Target, Pep, Champion, Master., Daredevil,
Star-§pangled, All-American, All-Star, All-Flash, Sensation, Blue
Bolt, Crash, Smash, and Hit Comics. Setting loose a menagerie
of flying men, webbed men, robot men, ghost men,
minuscule men, flexible-sized men — men of all shapes and
costume blackening the comic-book skies like locusts in
drag.

Skyman, Sky Chief, The Face, The Sub Mariner, The
Angel, The Comet, The Hangman, Mr. Justice, Uncle Sam,
The Web, The Doll Man, Plastic Man, The White Streak —
all scrambling for a piece of the market. Their magazines

—

Jules Feiffer

were competitively dated months ahead, so that if Big Shot
released an issue in January and dated it March, in reprisal
All-American would date its February issue August.
Aficionados began to check: comic books not dated a
minimum of four months in advance were deemed shabby.
One was hesitant to be seen with them.

Understandably, this Pandora's box of men-of-steel
was viewed gravely by Superman. One story of the time,
denied by everyone, but for years a legend in the business
and reported as such, was that rival impresarios, worried
lest the Superman people bring legal or marketing reprisals
(their distributive arm circulated not only their own, but
most other comic books), volunteered certain major
concessions. Such as capes. It was granted that Superman,
being the premier danseur of superheroes, was the only one
entitled to wear a cape. All others were, with appropriate
ceremony, circumcised. (One could imagine the scene: The
Shield, G-Man Extraordinary, standing in a field, his
modest emblem, the American Flag, plucked from his burly
shoulders, folded in half, then in quarters — neatly — so that
no part touched the ground. Buried in Arlington, a choked-
up marine playing taps; J. Edgar Hoover, a prominent
character in the strip, standing alongside. Rumor had it
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g Jules Feiffer

The|Great Comic Book Heroes

THIS 15 A LOT FASTER
THAN TRYING TO CLIMB
THE SIDE OF THE

shock, then, the day Superman took him to court.

Happily, I did not learn of the Superman versus DA Ay 0 50T,
Capttain Marvel lawsuit until years later. It would have SHRZAMY

dong me no good to discover two of my idols, staunch
belivers in direct action, bent over, hands cupped to lips,
whispering in the ears of their lawyers. No one should have
to grow up that fast.

i : ,, e YS THE |
The Superman people said that Captain Marvel was a »w%n_rﬂowﬂngmo

dirert steal. The Captain Marvel people said what do you , m&anm,#ﬂm i -

mean; sheer coincidence; isn't there room for the small SAL Comics #9, © 1040 DC Corics, Inc.

businessman; we don't know what you're talking about. It the tone of parodies — item: Billy Batson being turned into a
went on that way for years, but the outcome was clear from , baby by mad scientist Dr. Sivana and thus not being able to
the start. Captain Marvel fought hard but he was a paper say the magic word, it coming out "Tha-Tham!" I was not
tiger. One wondered whether he was beginning to drink. : prepared for frivolousness on the part of my superheroes!

He was losing his lean, Fred MacMurray look, fleshing out

: When the Captain Marvel people finally settled the case and
oo [ e face. In the T L 42 P, moving onyard and went out of business, I couldn't have cared less.
outward to Jack Oakie.

Then too there was great disappointment in the word
“Shagam!” As it turned out it didn't work for readers. Other
magic words were tried. They didn't work either. There are
just so many magic words until one feels he's been made a
fool of. How easy it became to hate "Shazam! Shazam!
Shazam!" That taunting cry that worked fine for Captain
Marvyel but didn't do a damn thing for the rest of us.

I'had the vague feeling that Captain Marvel was
making fun of me. More and more his adventures took on

wicE %
sow.”) | 7

\ Whiz Comics
Police Comics #2, #12, © 1041
September 194 DC Comics,
g “Plastic Man” © Inc.

1941 DC Comics
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“ivau vulle 00K Heroes

of|super-vehicles, or the rich man’s use of nonlethal gas
warfare. Batman got more meaningfully into the fray and,
in ¢onsequernce, was more clobbered. Though a good deal
wag made of hig extraordinary stamina much of it, as it
turns out, was for bunishment — another innovation for

Superheroes: There wag some reason to believe he had 2
glass jaw.

But Batman was not a Superhero in its truest sense
(however we may have liked to think of him). If you
pricked him, he bled — buckets. Superman'’s Superiority lay
in the offense, Batman's lay in the rebound. Whatever was
dong to him, whatever trap laid, wound Opened, skull
fractured, all he had to show for it was a discreet patch of
Band-aid on his right shoulder. With Superman we won:
with Batman we held our own. Individual preferences were
based on the ambitions and arrogance of one's fantasies.
The Batman school preferred a vulnerable hero to an
invulnerable one, preferred a hero who was able to take
bunishment and triumph in the end to a hero who took
comparatively little punishment, just dished it out. I suspect
the Batman school of having healthier egos. In my own
case, the concept of triumph over adversity was never very

-AS IF IN ANSWER, A HUGE BAT
FLIES IN THE OPEN WINDOW ./

-1.‘

S ARE A SUPERSTITIOU
DLY LOT SOMY DISGUISE
BE ABLE TO STRIKE

TERRGR INTO THEIR HEARTS.IMUST
BEA CREATURE OF THE NIGHT, &
TERRIBLE . . A.. A

Jules Feiffer

You MAY BE THE
2 POKER BUT IM
T KTMG OF
CLUBSS,

Batman #1, Spring 1940
© 1940 DC Comics

convincing. My own observations led me to @m:ﬁ\m that the
only triumph most people eked out of adversity émm .8 -
manage to stay alive as it swept by. With §m~.H didn't thin
it would be any different. I preferred to play it safe and be
Superman. .
Another point: I couldn't have been Batman even if ,H
wanted to. If [ were ever to be trapped in a steel <m¢: with
the walls closing in on all sides, I was obviously going to
have to break out with my fists because it was clear from
my earliest school grades that I was never going to have
the know-how to invent an explosive in my underground
laboratory that would blow me to safety. I was lousy at
science. And I found the thought of having an underground
laboratory chilling. My idea of a superhero was some guy,
bad with his hands, who came from an advanced planet so
that he didn't have to go to the gym to be strong or go to
school to be smart. The sort of superhero I admired had to
be primarily passive, but invulnerable.
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The| Great Comic Book Heroes

than any other comic-book man (except Will Eisner, who

wil

1 be discussed later), set and made believable the terms

offared to the reader:

Batman's world was more cinematic than Superman’s.

Kane was one of the early experimenters with angle shots
and though he was not as compulsively avant-garde in his

Use

of the worm's eye, the bird's eye, the shot through the

winleglass, as others in the field he was the only one of the
Detective, Adventure, Action Comics line who managed to get
that Warner Brothers fog-infested look.

For just as the movie studios had their individual

trademarks, their way of lighting, their special approach to

sub

lect matter by which they could be identified even if one

camle in at the middle, so did comic books. National, who
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Batman #4,Winter 1941
© 1941 DC Comics

s resoneg

Jules Feiffer

produced the D.C. line, was the MGM of the field. It had
the great stars, the crisp-brittle lighting, the elder
statesman touch — smoothly exciting, eschewing the more
boisterous effects of its less wealthy competitors.
Superman was the best, but the most humorless of the
superheroes (befitting his position); Batman was the best,
put the most wooden of the masked heroes (a bit of early
Robert Taylor there) — neither was quite touchable. They
were State Department White Papers of the mind. And
National, who issued them, was the government in power.

The opposite extreme was Fox — the Monogram Studios
of the industry. Fox had the best covers and the worst
insides. The covers were rendered in a modified pulp style:
well-drawn, exotically muscled, half-undressed heroes
rescuing well-drawn, exotically muscled, half-undressed
maidens. The settings, often as not, were in the conventional
Oriental/mad scientist’'s laboratory — hissing test tubes
going off everywhere; a hulking multi-racial lab assistant at
the ready to violate the girl; the masked hero crashing
through a skylight, guns, aimed at nobody, flaming in each
hand; the girl, strapped to an operating table, screaming
fetchingly — not yet aware that the crisis was passed.

Since the covers of Fox books were drawn by good men
and the insides drawn by bad men, the hero on the cover
could only be connected to his facsimile on the inside by
the design of his leotards. Fox, like Monogram, had few
stars and a deeply felt plot shortage. It pushed hard on the
Green Mask, a slender, inadequate-looking hero who beat
up slender, inadequate-looking criminals. While this
business of fighting crime within one’s weight division had
something to recommend it, The Green Mask, somehow,
never caught on.

To recoup, Fox made a star of the Blue Beetle, another
Green Hornet derivative (in this case, a cop in real life),
who, in order to fight criminals outside the reach of the
law, liked to dress as a beetle, this being his idea of a
symbol that would strike terror into the hearts of evildoers
(not the first cop to work outside the law, but one of the
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