Intro to Cinema

COM210/TH251 – Spring 2009

Film Analysis: Paper #1

Analyze the organizational and stylistic system in Stanley Kubrick’s Full Metal Jacket (USA, 1987). Since this is a short paper you should focus your analysis in order to illustrate the film’s narrative structure, editing, mise-en-scene or cinematography. In the case of narrative structure you can talk of the film as a whole; if you decide to concentrate on the editing system, the mise-en-scene or the cinematography (lighting, camera movement) your analysis should focus on one scene in particular. In both cases be sure to comment on how the dominant stylistic techniques you identify qualify the film. (For instance, are the techniques you discuss used to make and develop specific thematic and aesthetic concerns; are the features unique to the particular scene you are analyzing or are they used throughout the film? To what purpose is the style changing or uniform? How does the narrative structure Kubrick uses relate to the storytelling devices used in CHC?) Finally discuss what information, moods, and/or meanings are suggested by the narrative form and style as described in your analysis. Please make sure that your choice is clearly motivated and justified by the conclusions of your analysis.

In your analysis of the organizational and stylistic systems it might be helpful to think about the differences and similarities between the film you are analyzing and a conventional realist narrative like Frank Capra’s It Happened One Night.

[For a further discussion of how to analyze the formal aspects of a film see Bordwell and Thompson’s “Analyzing Film Style” in Film Art.]
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